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      The Royal British Legion 
             Stamford Branch 

                             90th Anniversary Year - Formed 7 June 1922 
Websites: http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/RoyalBritishLegionStamford 

  http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford 
                   www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL 
 
                Affiliated with     : 2 Squadron (Stamford Detachment), Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force, 2005 
            : 2071 (Stamford) Squadron, Air Training Corps, 2007 
                         Twinned with Isle of Bute Branch, Royal British Legion Scotland, 2009 

… and a Golden Couple 

Phil & Win are not the only ones celebrating in April. 
Shirley & Ray Beresford passed their 50th wedding 
anniversary last month with a huge party on 28 April. 
Friends old and new, from near and far came to 
congratulate the happy couple and to contribute, 
through donations and raffle tickets, a massive £860 to 
the MacMillan Nurses Trust. Well done to everyone 
concerned and, of course, all our congratulations to 
both couples. 

Married 70 years and still allowed a pint – magnificent! 
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Newsletter –MAY 2012 
 
St George’s Sausage & Mash 

A full house of 50 of us, including Darren Rawnsley’s class from 
Wild’s School, gathered at Ketton Sports Club on 23 April to 
celebrate not only St George’s Day but also the platinum (Yes – 
platinum) wedding anniversary of Phil & Win Dawtry. What an 
achievement – 70 years of wedded bliss!  
The Club performed as ever with huge helpings of sausages, 
mash and lurid green mushy peas, followed by trifle or apple pie 
& custard. Actually, the peas were more chartreuse this year 
against last year’s eau-de-nil, but delicious nonetheless. We all 
gave a well-earned round of applause to Joyce and her staff. 
The raffle also did well – raising £84, thanks to the usual hard 
work of Roy and Marian and the generosity of all those who 
gave prizes. We also sold a large number of our new Branch 90th 
Anniversary badges (See below). We must also mention David 
Young who not only bought the youngsters of Wild’s School a 
badge apiece but also gave them his raffle tickets – very, very 
generous, especially as they won the chocolates with his tickets! 
 

Commemorative Badges 
We have a commemorative pin badge to celebrate the 90th 
anniversary of the branch. 
They cost £3 each and are available from Alan Patrick on 01780 
754357. They will also be for sale at all our events this summer. 

Support 
your branch 
– wear your 
badge with 
pride! 
Buy one for 
the mother 
in law, the 
cat, the 
gerbil and 
the 
neighbour 
next door. A 
BARGAIN 
AT TWO 
FOR £7. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/RoyalBritishLegionStamford
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford
http://www.twitter.com/Stamford
mailto:(e-mail:brianoutreachuk@talktalk.net)
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 Membership Badges 
We have a new supply of membership 
badges available from Brian Savory on 
01780755208, or at any event this 
summer. Membership badges now cost 
£4. 

 Isle of Bute Visit 
All places for the Isle of Bute visit are 
now taken. Sorry! Should have made 
your mind up sooner. 
 

 Schools Jubilee Competition 
We need volunteers to visit local schools 
(one or more per person) to spend 10 
minutes speaking to them about our 
‘Design a Medal’ competition. It would 
have to be during the week commencing 
7th or 14th May. Please ring Darren 
Rawnsley (01780755488) 
 

 Rocky Horror Show Party 
For the youth and young at heart! Darren 
and the youth of Stamford are holding a 
party on the 2nd July to raise funds for 
the RBL. 

Poet Laureate 
Congratulations to Darren Rawnsley on 
his appointment as Poet Laureate for 
Stamford. 

Summer Jubilee Events 
Volunteers will be needed to man the MDU at 
Stamford’s Jubilee events on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
June. Please come along and relieve the faithful 
few 

In brief… 
 

A job well done 

The Playing Tunes on Sellotape Dept 

 

 

Parcels for the Troops 
Last month we joined 
Whitefriars at their Easter Fair 
to ask visitors for 
contributions to our parcels for 
the troops in Afghanistan. This 
month, on 21 April, Joyce 
Burton and Steve Bonde 
joined Laura English and 
whole bevy of Service wives, 
and offspring, at Whitefriars 
for a joint Legion/Whitefriars 
packing session.  
As always on these occasions, 
there seemed to be a mountain 
of items to be packed, and 
chaos reigned everywhere – 
until everyone present settled 

down into the production line of Packing Dept, Weighing Dept, Customs Forms 
Dept, Wrapping Dept, and Addressing Dept. Soon everything, including the Killer 
Duck who featured in last month’s newsletter, was packed and away, and sixty 
parcels begged to be carried across the road to Pete Sunner’s Post Office. 
Our many thanks to everyone who was involved – from the original donors, the 
High Street shops who contributed, to Whitefriars, the RAF Witterring ladies, the 
Stamford Mercury for its coverage, BBC Radio Peterborough for interviewing 
Steve Bonde at 7.15am for its Breakfast Show, and above all to Laura English for 
leading this programme. 
If anyone would like to 
join in, they would be 
very welcome. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Social Evening 17th April 
Unfortunately we were unable to hear 
our expected speaker, an ex-wrestler. 
We were therefore grateful to Steve 
Bonde who entertained us with tales of 
his life as HM Consul in Moscow.                     
There were tales of how to cope with 
being bugged (go along with it!), the 
mysterious disappearance and 
subsequent reappearance of household 
goods (for copying the design!), and 
the many ways British subjects can be 
in need of assistance whilst abroad, 
from the tragic to the daft. He told us 
how a wife was indispensable in many 
circumstances and aspects of his job, 
especially those occasions requiring a 
sympathetic touch, while he got on 
with the practicalities. 
 

 
Welfare Workshops 
Members will be aware that every month 
welfare workshops are held at both 
Wittering and St George’s Barracks. The 
little stall at these workshops has 
collected £82.39 for the Poppy Appeal 
and £107.83 for the Branch during the 
past 4 weeks. This was contributions by 
people passing our stall buying our pens 
and badges and things or simply 
 dropping coins into our large Poppy or 
Lion collecting boxes. 

HM Consul views with due gravity the 
plight of yet another hapless British 
subject 
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Amber’s Twitterings 
We are really entering the digital age now! Amber has set up a website, facebook and now a twitter 
account, and she has plans for various DVD’s of Legion activities to go on the website and also for 
projects to do with young people. Here is her report so far….. 
 
First of all, a little Twitter update - I'm actually really pleased with the progress we've made with the Twitter account - we've 
now got nearly 90 followers, which is not bad going for a branch in a little market town, ranging from Pen & Sword Books 
(which offer, I personally think, some of the best books out there on War and history!), Stamford Mercury, Stamford Air 
Cadets, the College and Stamford Striders, just to name a few! 
 
Why not take a look and familiarise yourself?! www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL 
 
Second of all, we've had some great interactions on Twitter with people locally, declaring their support of what we do. 
Wildcats, the performing arts group for youngsters, is one of them, as they pointed out, many of the kiddies' parents are in the 
Forces. I mentioned that we are putting more effort into building a youth appeal and also recruiting more young people for 
support, and they have said that they know a lot of young people that would love to get involved in some way - and to just get 
in touch. 
I personally think it's a fantastic idea to get their support somehow, whether it's asking them to put on a performance, or even 
just getting a couple of the kids to help us for an hour on the MDU or something. It'd be great to get everyone's thoughts on 
this! 

Are there any events in Stamford coming up where we're going to be 
setting up the MDU or perhaps someone can think of something 
really new and interesting so that we can use their support and really 
grab everyone's attention? I think it's about time we push the boat out 
a little - it is our 90th Anniversary after all  - Amber Stokes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Engage the young, they are the future. 
If you have any  experiences of your time in the 
Forces, think about being able to talk to 
youngsters about them, or write them down. 

 

National Conference 
I shall be your Branch delegate at this year’s National Conference in Scarborough on 19/20 May. There is the usual flurry of 
motions for debate, mostly procedural stuff, but there are a few of more profound or immediate interest on which I need our 
Members’ instructions. The ‘interesting’ motions are: 
- Charter Motion 2 would abolish National Conference and replace it with a chain of command from the Branches through 
the Membership Council to the Board of Trustees. The argument is that only 433 out of 2700 Branches sent a delegate to 
Conference last year and that 80% of Branches are thus disenfranchised, and that the new structure would be cheaper. My 
response is that it is not a failing of National Conference that 80% of Branches cannot be bothered to send a delegate 
(Stamford can!) and that would not justify abolishing a system of governance which has been in place since the Legion was 
founded in 1921and which still works well in bringing the hierarchy to account when necessary. Under the present system, I 
represent your views. The new system, as proposed, would effectively disenfranchise all Members. 
- Charter Motion 5 would transfer authority for fixing the membership fee from National Conference to the Membership 
Council. They argue that this would avoid the lengthy arguments in Conference every year about the fee and that the 
Membership Council are more representative and ‘expert’. My response is that the membership fee should continue to be 
decided, as it has since 1921, by the people it affects – the Members. And no one is more representative of the Members 
than the Conference Delegates, who report to and have to live with their Branch Members. And no one is more ‘expert’ 
about my personal expenses than me! 
- Motion 1 proposes to introduce means-testing for residents of our Poppy Homes They argue that this would enable 
deserving beneficiaries to be admitted to a Poppy Home even if they cannot meet the current, full fixed fees. 
- Motions 2 and 3 asks that Gift Aid raised on Members membership fees be paid to the Branch, instead of being pocketed 
by Head Office. It is argued that Members who sign the Gift Aid declaration do so because they believe that the Branch 
benefits. The membership fee is of course levied to pay for the administration by Head Office of the membership and any 
Gift Aid associated with the fee should, I believe, accompany it.  
- Motion 4 would rescind last year’s decision to increase the membership fee by £1 a year until it reaches £16, and increase 
the fee immediately to £16 on 1 October 2012. I voted last year for an immediate rise then to £16 in view of the Legion’s 
real financial problems. I still believe that. 

We shall discuss these motions in Committee on 15 May but it would be helpful if you could let me, or another Committee 
Member, have your thoughts before then. And speaking of Gift Aid above, I note that many of our Members have not 
signed their Gift Aid declaration on their membership fee – I shall launch a serious nag on this question next Autumn. You 
have been warned. 

Steve Bonde 
Tel: 01780 757041 

http://www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL


Safeguarding the welfare, interests and memory of those who are serving or who have served in H. M. Armed Forces 
Registered Charity No: 219279 

4 

  
With regret - who should we 
remember? 
 
Whitney Houston's death, while a sad thing, was 
the direct result of very unwise life choices. It 
dominated the news. 
 
Charlie Sheen is 45 and his story is all over the 
news with allegations of substance abuse, 
adultery, and sexually promiscuity. 
 
Lindsay Lohan is 24 and a celebrity and her story 
is all over the news because of, again, allegations 
of drug addiction and theft. 
 
Amy Winehouse's story was all over the papers  
as she was a singer and 'celebrity' and, allegedly, 
a substance abuser. 
  
The following, on the other hand: 
 
Justin Allen 23 
Brett Linley 29 
Matthew Weikert 29 
Justus Bartett 27 
Dave Santos 21 
Jesse Reed 26 
Matthew Johnson 21 
Zachary Fisher 24 
Brandon King 23 
Christopher Goeke 23 
 Sheldon Tate 27... 
 
are all Royal Marines who gave their lives last 
month for you. There is no media coverage for 
them; not even a mention of their names. 

We Still Remember 
English Heritage are giving up to £100,000 to a new interactive, 
online project, We Still Remember, to record the location and 
condition of all the estimated 100,000 war memorials and 
monuments in the UK. The project will use existing data and 
allow people to add information on the location, condition and 
ownership of memorials and monuments in their areas. It will also 
provide information on what funding is available, for example 
through the War Memorials Trust, for the restoration of 
memorials, and how groups and individuals can apply. The 
system could be up and running by September. 
If any Member knows of a memorial in need of repair, they 
should contact Lest We Forget Campaign, at The Sunday 
Telegraph, 111 Buckingham Palace Road, London, SW1W 0DT, 
or at warmemorial@telegraph.co.uk. 
 

Membership Cards 
The Legion’s Membership Services Department has been having 
some difficulties in recent months in sending new Members their 
membership cards promptly. The problem seems to be a 
breakdown in communication between the Department in London 
and the out-source outfit in Eastleigh who actually produce, 
process and send out the cards. Once the Department asks 
Eastleigh to send a card to a new Member they have no idea, 
unless that new member so informs them or us, whether or not it 
has been dispatched. You couldn’t make it up ! 
Could anyone who has not yet received their card, please let me 
know (Tel: 01780 757041) – in say 3 or 4 weeks’ time – and I will 
chase up the Department and/or Eastleigh. 

 
Service of Rededication - June 24th, All Saints Church. 
As part of our 90th Anniversary celebrations in Stamford we are holding a Service of Rededication of 
the Branch.  
We are collaborating with the Town Hall to combine our Rededication Service with their Civic 
Service for the new Mayor, Cllr Bob Sandall. Full details next month. Dress will be blazers, dark 
suits, berets, medals and shiny shoes. 

 
Visit to Poppy Factory & Hampton 
Court 
All places for the visit to the Poppy Factory, and the 
lunch, are now taken. But a few places for the visit to 
Hampton Court, in lieu of the lunch, remain available. 
Please ring Mrs Beryl  Ingham  on  01780755207 to 
book your place. 
 

 
Vintage Tea party 19th May URC Hall, Stamford. 
3.30pm-8pm 
Craft Stalls, Children’s games, Tea and cakes , Raffle, Tombola, 
Live Music and Wartime Songs.  
£3 on the door, seniors and children free. Monies from entry will 
go to RBL 
 
COMING EVENTS  
May 26th – 29th    Isle of Bute Visit 
June 8th                RAF Wittering families day. 
June 16th…….     60’s evening. Danish Invader. 
June 24st………   Re-dedication Service at All Saints Church  
June 27th  Royal Artillery Welfare Day, St George’s  
 Barracks      
July 9th………    Outing to Poppy Factory, Richmond, Surrey. 
Sept 16th  Royal Artillery open day, St George’s Barracks      

 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
1900 hrs, Tuesday 8th May, Clare Close Community Room     

NEXT BRANCH GENERAL SOCIAL 
20.00 hrs  Tuesday 15th May, Cummins Club . 

 
    Best Wishes to our members 

    Brian and Pat 

RAFA Social Evening Thursday 10 
May 2012 

So that you can meet and speak to their Committee, 
RAFA are holding a Social Evening at the Masonic 
Hall, Stamford on Thursday 10 May 2012 at 20.00 
hours. They hope you will be able to attend. No 
excuses now that it’s warming up and the evenings are 
lighter! Perhaps you have some issues for the 
Committee. The bar will of course be open. 

 

mailto:warmemorial@telegraph.co.uk

